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Spotlight on Summer Vacations
Medicaid eligibility for title IV-E Adoption Assistance eligible children— 

Temporary Absences from the State 
Question: Which state is responsible for the provision of Medicaid while a title IV-E adoption assistance eligible child is visiting relatives out-of-state?  

Answer: This is a frequent question from the states, particularly during the summer months.  The question comes down to this- has the child’s state of residence changed to that of the relative’s during the stay?  If a child is visiting its grandparent for three weeks, the answer would be “no”. The child’s original state (where the adoptive parents reside) would remain the child’s state of residence and be responsible for any Medicaid expenses incurred during the out-of-state stay with relatives.

Residency determines state responsibility for the provision of Medicaid and title IV-E recipients have a distinct definition of residency.  A title IV-E eligible child is considered a resident of where they live—which means the state in which the child is physically present. And although the child is now physically present in a different state in this scenario, the Medicaid responsibility stays with the original state if the absence is considered temporary.  

There is no federal guidance on the number of days that constitute a temporary stay; it is a matter of judgment. Even if the adoptive mother asks the child’s grandmother to care for her grandchild and both consider it a temporary arrangement, a case could be made that the child’s residence has changed and grandma’s state is now the legal residence and should assume Medicaid responsibility for the child if the stay becomes lengthy. In general, a child’s summer vacation would be considered a temporary absence from their state of residence and that state would need to be contacted and coordinate with the state where the grandparent lived in order to cover any Medicaid expenses that arise during the child’s visit.

See 42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(16) and 42 C.F.R. 435.403(j)(3).

Note: Cases of disputed residency.  If states cannot resolve which state is the state of residence for purposes of Medicaid, the state where the child is located is the state of residency and the state responsible for the provision of Medicaid.  
Cite: 42 C.F.R 435.403 (m).
U.S.C. refers to the United States Code

C.F.R. refers to the Code of Federal Regulations
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